Dear Friend of The Arc:
To be honest, I had a hard time writing this letter to you. 

You see, numbers can speak volumes about an organization. They can tell you that, despite numerous budget cuts, The Arc of the Central Chesapeake is sustaining and improving programs and services. Or, you could find that over 2000 individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families are assisted each day. 
But the numbers don’t show the success stories that are made possible by donations and volunteers. For example, because over 90% of each dollar donated to The Arc goes directly to programs and services, Steve, who was in an institution for over 50 years, was finally able to have a home of his own. Although he loves to work at the grocery store and go for walks when he gets home, his favorite part of the day is “deciding what to have for dinner! I never had a choice before.” Steve is one of 250 individuals and families that we support through Community Living.

Through our Fiscal Management Services, families are able to control the services their child receives. Ashley is 5, and without this program wouldn’t be able to remain at home with her family. “FMS allows me to have control over who comes into my home to care for my daughter. It is a huge relief for me, my husband and Ashley’s sister” says her mom. “I feel like I have more control over our lives.” Ashley’s family is one of 88 families that participate in FMS.
Mike, a self-proclaimed workaholic, is thrilled to have three jobs and excels at each one! His managers all say they compare other employees’ work to Mike’s. “I love my jobs and work as hard as I can to make my managers proud. I would be very sad if I couldn’t go to work each day.” Mike is one of 40 individuals supported in our MicroEnterprise and Customized Employment Program.

So you see why this letter was hard to write - I could go on for pages telling you about the accomplishments of the individuals we serve! They are becoming more independent and living their lives to the fullest. 

Please help us continue to assist individuals with developmental disabilities. Your financial assistance is vital to our success. Please invest in the lives of these children and adults so we can help them realize their dreams.

Sincerely,
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Kate Rollason




Dave Rosenthal
Executive Director



President
